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Media Studies, The New School

“Work” Short documentary

I directed, photographed and edited the short documentary “Work” as 
part of my documentary media studies program. 

The intention of the film “Work” is to use a mundane yet hidden act of 
labor in order to render the landscapes of construction in New York City. 
Such construction landscapes remain relevant to many countries around 
the world.  

The camera captures the everydayness of the workers from the subway 
to the construction site and the space in between. The film attempts to 
offer a new gaze into construction in New York City, one that “we” do not 
see often.

Hudson Yards is the biggest private real estate development in the 
history of the US and it will be completed in 2024. Moving forward 
with slogans like “Building tomorrow’s city today” the nation’s largest 
development on the Hudson River is gradually taking shape and will 
be home to absolute luxury and extravagance. But marketing slogans 
and abstract statements aside, Hudson Yards is a clear production of a 
spectacle which currently shapes the forms of daily lives of some of the 
city’s ‘invisible’ inhabitants; the construction workers. Although they are 

one of the most essential components of the realization of the project, 
the construction workers will hardly be able to access the development 
upon its completion. Also, apart from workers not being able to live in 
the cities that they build, a labor war between New York’s construction 
unions and real estate developers has broken out since August 2017.

Through a montage of medium and close up shots, the film documents 
the rhythms and movement of the city’s construction workers from within 
the cars of the subway heading towards the 34th street Hudson Yards 
subway station and out into the construction site. Each scene provides a 
particular gaze into a distinct component of the machine through which 
the construction workers move and operate (throughout the seasons). 
The film exhibits the parts of the machine (never the whole) that is 
constructing Hudson yards in multiple scenes of the subway ride, the 
construction site and the “space in between”. But the labor of the workers 
does not only include the commute and construction work. In fact, daily 
picket lines and weekly rank and file rallies have also become part of the 
everydayness of  New York City’s union construction workers.

Link to film: https://vimeo.com/273575133
Password: workworkwork





Mural Arts Philadelphia

Gameplay as Strategic Planning 

Throughout the evolving landscape of South Philadelphia, and among 
the diverse populations that call the area home, cultural differences can 
sometimes keep neighbors from connecting or finding common ground. 
At Southwark School, located at South 9th and Mifflin Streets, Mateo 
Fernández-Muro and I utilized gameplay to break through these barriers.
This project, a partnership between Mural Arts’ Restored Spaces 

initiative, Trust for Public Land, Southwark School and Basurama, 
harnesses the fun and visual nature of games in order to create a new 
schoolyard and play space—a green, sustainable learning environment 
that serves as a useful community asset. Thanks to this lively yet 
strategic approach to collaborative planning, people from diverse 
backgrounds and experiences—neighbors, students, teachers, and 
parents from many different backgrounds, speaking many different 
languages—worked together in unexpected and meaningful ways to 
shape the urban environment.

Surveys

Design Session

Gaming Session

Community Building Session with Basurama



Project Logo



Healthy Materials Lab, Parsons NY

Quality Assurance Project Plan, Warren Ohio

Trumbull Neighborhood Partnership’s project consists of connecting
residents of Warren with information, models, and best practices 
regarding safe interaction with urban soil in a post-industrial 
environment currently experiencing near-constant demolition of vacant 
property. I have been tasked to research and be lead designer of the 
communication tools including important information, models and best 
practices. The project is funded by the United Stated Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) and in partnership with the Healthy Materials 
Lab.

Best Practices Case Studies

The case studies are designed and published to raise awareness about 
toxics in building products, and the importance of healthy materials 
through research, demonstrations and education. I lead the research and 
design of the case studies and set a precedent for future HML fellows 
to follow the design guidelines while looking at future case studies. My 
tasks included research, site visits, information design, graphic design 
and the layout of the case studies. While writing the case studies, I was 
in communication with some of the designers and developers of the
projects. The case studies are open source and downloadable from the
healthy materials lad website. (https://healthymaterialslab.org/projects/
case-studies)

History of Housing in Manhattan



Pages from the Case Studies





producing content for @healthymaterialslab instagram page



MS Design and Urban Ecologies, Parsons NY

“A Right to Housing” Free Gazette

I Participated in creating and Designing the “A Right to Housing” Gazette 
in collaboration with Ridgewood Bushwick Senior Citizens Council 
(now called RiseBoro) and with the assistance of local organizations in 
Bushwick and community members. I took on the role of lead designer of 
the Gazette by setting the layout template and the graphic rules for the 

design of the whole publication. I personally researched and designed 
the historical timeline. I also managed my team to produce an alternative 
housing scheme and delegate tasks and also create the main visuals. I 
also copy edited the gazette once it was all assembled.







Studio 2: Urban Mobilities 

The studio project attempts to re-conceptualize how waste is managed 
and moved in New York City by imagining a more efficient system.

Every year,  eight million inhabitants in New York City produce almost 
six millions tons of residential and commercial waste. This waste 
flows through an essential, yet largely invisible system, across many 
different scales - from household to transfer station to landfill. The waste 
management system is heavily dependent on landfill disposal in distant 
locations, and is therefore inefficient due to the amount of truck miles 
traveled, as well as missed opportunities to retrieve valuable resources 
from it.

In the new and ambitious OneNYC plan, Mayor Bill de Blasio presents 
his vision of sending zero waste to landfills by 2030. In order to achieve 
this goal, New York City needs to drastically reinvent its current waste 
system by moving away from disposing its waste in the backyards of 
communities  near and far,  and design more localized, equitable, and 
resilient waste strategies.

Several preferred waste tactics that focus on diversion, re-use and 
prevention already exist in NYC and other cities, It is imperative to 
explore how such tactics can complement each other and trigger a 
paradigm shift towards a visible, equitable and tenable waste system in 
NYC.





School of Design Strategies, Parsons NY

Part Time Faculty 

I have taught and assisted the future designers of New York and the 
world in 4 design classes at Parsons school of Design Strategies; 3 
classes within the BBA strategic design program and 2 class within the 
MS Design and Urban Ecologies. I have designed the syllabi for all the 
BBA courses, Co-produced an Urban Theory course, and co-taught a 
first year Urban Studio.

The classes include: PUDM 3100 – Business Design and Planning, 
PSDS 3100 – Integrative Research and Development, and PSDS 2100 
– Research and Development Methods, UTNS 5120 – The Right to the 
City, PGUD 5190 – Design and Urban Ecologies Studio 2 as well as 
designing the publication including the students work throughout the 
semester.

Notes and Sketches from BBA Classes



The Right to the City (Theory Class) 

7 Pilot episodes of Right to the City Talk show. Miguel Robles duran from 
CohStra in collaboration with Parsons The New School has turned a 
graduate seminar course into a talkshow that attempts to answer urgent 
questions related to the Right to the City together with some of today’s 
most prominent urban thinkers, activists and practitioners who have 
taken Right to the City as an inspiration for their work. The talkshow 
seeks to combine rigorous academic inquiry, collective discussion and 
public broadcasting and asks the students to actively produce theoretical 

positions and activist directions that are able to translate beyond the 
classroom and project into the screens of a general worldwide audience. 
I was the recording co-producer of the show. 
My tasks were to make sure all audio-visual equipment was there and
set up properly with compelling framing of the cameras and lighting. And 
as a producer, I designed the set up and supervised the whole team and 
the filming process. he project is still underway and will be published 
soon.



Designing the We, NY

Trenton Community Land Trust + Capital City Farm 

Design of Trenton Community Land Trust (CLT) and the Capital 
City Farm project. My focus was to envision a general strategy and 
ecosystem for the community land trust and the design of the community 
farm. This involved visualizing the project ecosystem and designing the 
general scheme of the urban farm and how it fits within the CLT.





Aronson Gallery, The New School NY

The Corporate Vortex

Corporate Vortex Installation: As part of the Food, Power and Politics 
exhibition at the Aronson Galleries, Corporate Vortex is a response to 
“Dinner of the Dictators” by artist Roxy Paine and was designed and 
installed by myself and 3 designers (Christopher London, Shibani Jadhav 
and Silvia Xavier). We also worked closely with the curators of the New 
School art collection. The prompt we received was: how do we talk about 
food and dictators today, if the dictators are corporations. Our response 
was that it might not be helpful to talk about “dictators” but instead about 
“dominion.” There are two components to the response. The Vortex and 

a video showing Corporate Expansion. (https://corporatevortex.com/)
I sketched the initial ideas and created the prototype and the to-scale 
drawings of the installation and the actual installation of the piece. I 
also contributed to the research of the content of the instillation as 
well as the video of the corporate dominion (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=i9jZcSFH6NQ). I also filmed and edited Christopher London in 
conversation with Taina Guarda, graduate student in the Environemntal 
Policy Program at Milano School at The New School. 
(https://youtu.be/RcgAJfCdo0g)





MS Design and Urban Ecologies, Parsons NY

Territorial Urgencies Exhibition (as part of my thesis Project)

Territorial Urgencies exhibition at the Aronson Galleries was part of an 
interdisciplinary research and design collective, where we worked closely 
with Ecuador’s Ministry of Culture, CENEDET (El Centro Nacional de 
Estrategia para el Derecho al Territorio), Quito Contemporary Art Center 
(CAC), Quito’s Instituto de la Ciudad and Ecuadorian activist groups 
such as Red de Saberes (“Network of Knowledge”). The team addressed 
indigenous struggles, uneven development, the need for alternative 
heritage discourse, urban pedagogy, and food justice in Quito, Ecuador. 

My work revolved around visualizing the supply and value chain of the 
potato in form of a graphic systems map, a 14 minute documentary 
film on the markets of Quito, and a graphic representation and a short 
animation about the history of land in the Ecuadorian Sierra Region. The 
work was also exhibited in Quito where a series of workshops around 
these topics were also held with the affected communities and vendors 
and workers of the San Roque Market. 









TUMO Center for Creative Technologies, Armenia

Systems Mapping: Gyumri Central Market

The visualization of Gyumri’s Central market was part of a two week 
intensive workshop entitled “Urban Investigations” at TUMO center 
for creative technologies. A group of 16 students produced films, 
photographs, stories and representations of Gyumri’s central market.
 Through the workshop, the students tried to understand the dynamics of 

the market and represent its essence. The group also raised questions 
and comments that could help shape the new market in the near future.
The market is read beyond its four walls and is connected to neighboring 
territories, organizations and services. The graphics hold connections, 
reflections, ideas and aspirations for the market. 



EARTH University, Costa Rica

Sembrando Para el Futuro (Planting for the Future)

Design of signage, info panels, technical manual and website of the 
urban agriculture teaching module: Sembrando para el Futuro with 
Professor Alex Pacheco.



Atelier Hamra, Beirut Lebanon

Atelier Hamra Projects

Atelier Hamra was founded in 2008 by Architect Maha Issa and myself. 
We had just finished teaching a landscape design studio together and 
wanted to extend our successful collaboration beyond the academic 
experience. Multidisciplinary and open, Atelier Hamra allows for 
experiments in design, architecture and landscape architecture. Our 
projects are crafted with care using extensive research that cover all 

aspects of the site: history, cultural identity, topography, climate, and 
biodiversity. Convinced of the social role landscape architects have in 
improving the urban living environments, we divide our practice between 
private clients and collaborations with Municipalities to increase the open 
green areas within cities.
www.atelierhamra.com


